H.F. 1010 House Summary

Article 3: Statutory Changes
20     
Wild rice standards; rulemaking. Paragraph (a) requires the PCA to begin a rulemaking process, within 30 days of enactment, to designated water bodies that will be subject to water quality standards applicable to waters for the protection of wild rice. Requires the PCA to consult with the DNR, Indian tribes and other interested parties before designating waters containing natural beds of wild rice. Establishes requirements for the criteria used in designating such waters.

Paragraphs (b) through (d) require the PCA to create an advisory group, within 30 days of enactment, to provide input on a protocol for scientific research to assess the impacts of sulfates and other substances on wild rice and to provide advice on future rule amendments. Requires the advisory group to include representatives from tribal governments, municipal wastewater treatment facilities, industrial dischargers, and wild rice harvesters and experts. The PCA is then required to review all research and adopt and implement a wild rice research plan using funds appropriated in this bill from the environment and natural resources trust fund for a wild rice standards study. Requires the PCA to review the research periodically with the DNR and the advisory group. After completion of the research, the PCA is required to revise water quality standards related to the protection of wild rice.
Paragraph (d) would prohibit the PCA from requiring, as part of a permit issued for the discharge of waste water, an expenditure for design and implementation of sulfate treatment technologies. Allows the PCA to only require the permittee to monitor for sulfate concentrations in discharges and implement a sulfate minimization plan when appropriate. Requires the PCA to give permittees a reasonable period of time to comply with the new standards developed under this section.
Paragraph (f) requires the PCA to submit a report to the legislature by December 15, 2011, on the status of implementing this section and the rulemaking required.
21     
Wild rice water quality standard. Establishes a water quality standard for sulfates in class 4A waters of 50 milligrams per liter applicable to waters used for production of wild rice during periods when the rice may be susceptible to damage. This standard would remain in effect until the new standard developed under the previous section went into effect. (The current standard applicable to wild rice waters is 10 milligrams per liter.)

S.F 1029 Senate Summary

ARTICLE 1:  ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Section 62 

Wild rice rulemaking and research directs the PCA commissioner to conduct research and rulemaking on water quality standards for sulfates in natural beds of wild rice and irrigation waters for wild rice crops.  By January 15, 2012, the first rules based on existing research and consultation with existing communities and experts shall be completed.  The PCA commissioner shall create an advisory group and begin conducting research on sulfates and wild rice.  After completion of the research, the PCA commissioner shall amend the rules based on the research.  By December 15, 2011, the PCA commissioner shall report to the chairs and ranking minority members of the environment and natural resources committees on the timeline for the research and first rulemaking.  Until the final rules are completed, the PCA shall suspend the standard for sulfate in class 4 waters.  This is from S.F. No. 732 (Bakk), as amended in committee.
